
 

 

UPDATE
 

November 6, 2009 

For more information, contact Council President and Executive Director, Dr. Elaine Liftin, 954.727.9909

 

The Council Gives Thanks! 
 
The Council for Educational Change is thankful for: 
 

 Donors 
 PASS© and Executive PASS© CEOs and mentors 
 PASS and Executive PASS Principals 
 PASS Coaches 
 Mentors 

 
Thanks to the generosity of PASS CEO Jeffrey Miller, students 
in grades 3, 4, and 5 at Holmes Elementary School watched the 
movie “Where the Wild Things Are.” The trip was a part of the 
school’s strategies to promote reading and writing. Mr. Miller 
provided transportation, refreshments and entry fees. 
 

Richard “Dick” Lobo, is retiring from his position as President 
and Chief Executive Officer of West Central Florida’s primary 
public TV station. Mr. Lobo was coaxed out of his first retirement 
to take the leadership post at WEDU in 2002. He plans to continue 
his participation at Leto High School in Tampa where he is the 
CEO partner for the PASS Program. 

 
On September 29, 2009, approximately 60 CEO mentors and principals met for breakfast 
and the annual Executive PASS networking session at the 
offices of Akerman Senterfitt.  Participants discussed the 
extremely successful activities which have been occurring in 
the schools to improve student achievement. It was a great 
meeting where many innovative strategies were shared. It 
was also the inaugural meeting for the six new Executive 
Partnerships sponsored by BankAtlantic. 

 
Students at Crestview Elementary had an opportunity to 
learn about healthy eating and cooking with a trip to Whole 
Foods Market, and a cooking and tasting demonstration by 
renowned Chef Allen.  There was also a class in nutrition. 
This event was arranged by PASS CEO Beau Parrillo. 
 

Don’t forget to RSVP for the annual Len Miller Award luncheon on November 18th. The 
2009 event will be hosted by Council Educational Advancement Chair, Sue Miller, at her 
Star Island home. This year’s Award program and event sponsors are: Akerman 
Senterfitt, Baptist Health South Florida, Carnival Cruise Lines, Cobb Family 
Foundation, Edward W. Easton, Richard and Susan Finkelstein and the Lennar 
Foundation. The winner of the annual award will be announced. The three Gold 
Medallion finalists are: Gilberto Bonce, South Miami Sr. High, Dr. Christi Chandler 
Buell, Sulphur Springs Elementary, and Valerie Ward, Scott Lake Elementary. 



As we look forward to celebrating Thanksgiving, we would like to take the time to thank our donors for giving so 
generously to the Council.  Your belief in our mission has enabled us to make a difference in the lives of principals, 
teachers, and students throughout Florida’s 67 school districts.  On behalf of our Board of Trustees, Council staff, and the 
over 1,000,000 students whose lives we have been able to touch, Thank You. 
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Akerman Senterfitt/Robert Zinn Esq. 
Alice F. Lucia 
Alourde Desjardin 
Alro Steel Foundation Inc. 
Arnstein & Lehr LLP 
Automated Healthcare Solutions/Dr. Paul Zimmerman 
BankAtlantic Foundation 
Baptist Health South Florida 
Barr & Zubrowski Architectural Studio, Inc. 
Berger Commercial Realty Corp. 
Bilzin Sumberg Baena Price & Axelrod LLP 
Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Florida, Inc./Russ Jollivette 
Blumberg Capital Partners/Philip Blumberg 
BNY Mellon Wealth Management/Charlie Porter 
Carnival Cruise Lines 
City of Lauderdale Lakes 
Cobb Family Foundation/Chuck Cobb 
Colliers Abood Wood-Fay/Steve Wasserman 
Community Crusade Against Drugs 
Community Foundation of Tampa Bay 
Debbie P. Downie-Green 
Deborah L. Natansohn Foundation, Inc. 
DeHavilland Associates 
Dorothy B. Roberts 
Dr. Antonio Wong 
Durward & Janet Siville Fund (within the Community 
 Foundation of Greater Sun City Center) 
EastGroup Properties, LP 
Easton & Associates/Edward W. Easton, Sr. 
Edwards Family Foundation 
Elliott Stern 
Etraffic Solutions  Inc. 
Eugene J. & Elsie Howard 
Ferrell Law 
Frank and Carol Morsani Fund (within the Community 
 Foundation of Tampa Bay) 
Frank E. Duckwall Foundation (within the Community 
 Foundation of Tampa Bay) 
Frank Santos 
Gary & Sherry Clarke 
Gene E. Marshall 
Gina Charles 
Greenberg Traurig, P.A./David Kenin 
Gulf Power Foundation, Inc. 
Harris Rosen Foundation 
Harry Tangalakis 
Hazel B. Bryson Fund (within the Community 
 Foundation of Greater Sun City Center) 
Helen M. Lane 
Helena Rubenstein Foundation/Robert Moss 
Helios Education Foundation 
 

Higgins Development Partners 
In Memory of Maximino Taranco 
Joan W. Newton 
John S. & James L. Knight Foundation 
JPMorgan Chase Foundation 
JW Construction Inc. 
Kaplan, Inc./Andrew Rosen 
Kirk Foundation 
Kraft Construction/Fred Pezeshkan 
Lennar Foundation 
Leon Medical Centers, Inc. 
Lynne B. & Daniel R. Wines 
Marilyn A. Carrera 
McKinley Financial Services, Inc.  
Media Mercado 
Miller Family Foundation 
Mr. & Mrs. Steven J. Medwin 
Mr. & Mrs. Edward T. Foote II 
Mr. & Mrs. Raymond E. Murray Fund (within the 
 Community Foundation of Tampa Bay) 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Zinn 
Mr. & Mrs. Russel B. Newton, Jr. 
Patel Foundation for Global Understanding 
Pompano/Lincoln Industrial, Ltd. 
Premier Community Realty 
Publix Super Markets Charities, Inc. 
Ramchan Naranjit 
Raquel & Michael Scheck Philanthropic Fund 
Raymond James Financial, Inc./Scott Curtis 
Richard & Susan Finkelstein 
Robert & Mary Graham Fund (within the Community 
 Foundation of Tampa Bay) 
Sam W. Klein Charitable Foundation 
Sanite Ermat 
South Florida Youth Foundation/Karen Fryd 
Spherion 
Steven & Leslie Saiontz 
Sue Miller 
SunTrust Banks  
Swezy Family Foundation 
SWS Charitable Foundation 
The Graham Foundation/Beth Martinez 
The Wachovia Foundation 
The Wal-Mart Foundation/State Giving Council 
The Wilson Family 
Totlyn Watt 
United Automobile Insurance Co./Beau Parrillo 
United Way of Palm Beach County 
Universal Truth Center for Better Living,Inc. 
Weeks Gas/Jeffrey Miller 
Wittner & Co., Inc. 


